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Looking Ahead: A Message from the Directors

As we reflect on 2025, we would like to begin by thanking every supporter who made our work
possible. Your trust and generosity continue to enable Ocean Conservation Namibia and
Ocean Conservation International to act on the ground, in the water, and within our
communities.

We are deeply grateful to our rescue team, who face harsh weather, difficult terrain, sharp
teeth, and the very real risk of injury and disease in order to give entangled and injured
animals a second chance. Their commitment, courage, and persistence make a tangible
difference to animals who have otherwise been let down by humankind. Showing up matters.

2025 also marked a year of growth for OCN, not only in size, but in purpose. Alongside our
ongoing rescue work, we were able to expand our education outreach and increase our local
and international visibility through national and international conferences, workshops, and
media engagement. These efforts are essential to long-term conservation. Protecting marine
life does not end with cutting plastic from an animal’s neck; it requires changing behaviour,
awareness, and responsibility far beyond the coastline.

Alongside our core marine conservation work, we remain actively involved in local
community partnerships, supporting initiatives such as TASK Soup Kitchen, the Have-A-Heart
spay and neuter programme, and the local animal shelter, strengthening the networks that
allow conservation to succeed at a community level.

A personal highlight for us this year was completing extensive African penguin rehabilitation
training. At the same time, it was one of the most disheartening aspects of 2025. We recorded
only a handful of penguin sightings, and sadly none survived beyond a few hours due to the
severity of their injuries. In previous years, we would have expected to care for 25 or more
birds, often simply to give them time to complete molting before returning them to the ocean.
Witnessing this decline firsthand is a painful wake-up call. There are moments when the scale
of loss feels overwhelming, and when hope is hard to hold on to, but giving up is not an
option.

We would also like to thank every person who follows our work online, shares our videos,
comments, and helps keep the conversation alive. Awareness is not passive. It is often the
first step toward change. Our goal is to ensure that no one can say they did not know what is
happening beneath the surface of our oceans.

As this financial report shows, we remain committed to responsible stewardship of every
donation, ensuring that the vast majority of funds directly support conservation action,
education, and awareness. International support through Ocean Conservation International
continues to enable critical, locally led work in Namibia.

We move into 2026 determined to continue our mission to reach more people, both digitally

and on the ground, and to be ready for the challenges ahead. Despite the setbacks, we love
what we do, and we look forward to another rescue season with purpose, resolve, and hope.
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